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Main objectives of the WP6

• Identifying the legal barriers concerning protected
areas

• Propose adequate solutions to remove hindering to 
the creation of ecological networks

WP 6



WP 6

the NATIONAL ASSESSMENTS
Pursuant to Action 6.1, a series of six national assessments on the 
legal situation of Austria, France, Italy, Germany, Slovenia and
Switzerland with regards to protected areas was carried out by PP9 
European Academy of Bolzano (CIPRA produced the study on French 
protected areas) under the coordination of PP8 (WPL) Italian Ministry 
for the Environment. The assessments took into account:

• The general organization of these different Alpine States. 
• The national legislative framework concerning nature protection 

and spatial planning. 
• The existing legislation – both at the national and regional level – and 

ongoing experiences in the field of transboundary cooperation, as 
well as the implementation of the EGCT (European Grouping on 
Territorial Cooperation) in each State.
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1. National Assessments
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the COMPARATIVE OUTLOOKS
Pursuant to Action 6.2, a series of four comparative outlooks
(Italy/France, Switzerland/Italy, Austria/Germany and Italy/Austria) 
were produced by PP8 and PP9. PP11 Region Valle d’Aosta and PP12 
Alpi Marittime Natural Park contributed to the drafting of the 
comparisons between France and Italy and Italy and Switzerland.
PP8 also held regular consultations with both UNEP and FAO to 
ensure the global dimension was taken into account.
The legal situation of protected areas in each couple of neighbouring 
Alpine States was examined with the goal of identifying the most
appropriate tools to establish and/or maintain ecological corridors 
and networks. Legal instruments were examined, pilot regions of the 
ECONNECT project were presented as case studies.
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2. Comparative Outlooks
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the EGTC ANALYSIS

An analysis of the opportunities and challenges of the 
EGTC (European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation) was 
produced, as well as an EGTC model, developed from the 
Franco-Italian experience.

a SYNTHESIS DOCUMENT

A shorter document, synthesizing the results of WP6, was 
prepared. It is aimed at decision-makers, stakeholders, as 
well as the general public.
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3-4. EGTC Analysis and Synthesis Document
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the DOMODOSSOLA and GRENOBLE Proceedings
On 17 April 2009, pursuant to Action 6.3, PP9 organized a first transnational workshop 
in Domodossola. The workshop, by the title of “The legal framework of protected 
areas in each Alpine State”,  aimed at identifying the legal situation of protected 
areas in each Alpine State, with an emphasis on transboundary issues such as Natura
2000 and the creation of an Alpine ecological network. 
A thematic conference on the legal aspects of transboundary cooperation among 
protected areas was also held by PP8 alongside the workshop.

Pursuant to Action 6.4, on 6 May 2010, CIPRA organized a second transnational 
workshop by the title of “Legal barriers and possibilities for the implementation of 
ecological corridors in the Alps”.  About forty people took part in the event, trying to 
assess the capacity of currently available legal tools to cope with the new challenge 
of ecological connectivity in the Alps. 
Prior to the workshop a questionnaire was prepared and disseminated by PP8, PP9 and 
CIPRA. Moreover, under the coordination of PP8, PP9 prepared a synthesis for 
decision-makers, which collects the key results of the project component.

05/10/2011



WP 6

5-6. Grenoble Proceedings and Conference Program
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Deliverables
The following deliverables have been achieved

1. Draft national assessments / June 2010
2. Draft EGTC analysis / August 2010
3. Draft comparative outlooks with case studies / September 

2010
4. Draft EGTC model / November 2010
5. Draft synthesis document / November 2010
6. Draft Domodossola and Grenoble proceedings / November 

2010
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International Legal Framework International Legal Framework –– thethe
Alpine Alpine ConventionConvention‘‘ss provisionprovision

● Main provision: Article 12 of the 
Protocol on nature protection of 
the Alpine Convention

Others measures of the Alpine 
convention (principle of integration)

Connectivity
between
biotopes

Transborder
cooperation
between

protected areas

● Mountain agriculture..

● Cooperation for datas
collection

● …
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TransborderTransborder cooperationcooperation betweenbetween protectedprotected areasareas

● INTERREG Programs 

● New instrument: European Grouping on Territorial 
cooperation (EGTC)

● Cooperation between Alpine regions (Dreier Landtag, 
Euroregion Sudtirol, Eurorégion Alpes‐Méditerannée,) 
(environment can be one of the cooperation's fields)
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ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY AND MOUNTAIN REGIONS

EXISTING INSTRUMENTS AND A VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

WP6 final conference

Thursday, 9 December 2010

Aosta, Italy

3. Final Conference
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Main participants to the final conference in AOSTA

Augusto Rollandin, Presidente della Regione Autonoma Valle 
d’Aosta; Giuseppe Isabellon, Assessore all’Agricoltura e alle 
Risorse naturali  della Regione Autonoma Valle d’Aosta

Douglas McGuire, Mountain Partnership Secretariat / FAO, TBC: 
Presentation of the Perspective of FAO

Harald Egerer, UNEP Vienna ISCC, TBC: The Potential of the 
Alpine, Carpathian and (Future) SEE Conventions

Paolo Angelini, Italian Ministry for the Environment: General 
Remarks on the Structure and Objectives of the Conference 
and the ECONNECT Project
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Further information
Paolo Angelini, Italian Ministry of the Environment (WPL)
angelini.paolo@minambiente.it 

THANK YOU
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